ROGERS FIRE INSPECTIONS FOR COMMERCIAL BUILDINGS AND GATED COMMUNITIES
Fire Inspection Line (479) 986-6800

Note: 

When calling for an inspection, please provide the information listed below. A representative from the Fire Marshal’s Office will contact you to schedule the inspection.

1. Name of Project

2. Project Address

3. Type of Inspection

4. Point of Contact – Name and Telephone Number

Inspections that have to be completed prior to moving any combustible materials to the jobsite:

1. Street signs have to in place (temporary or permanent).

2. All fire department access roads in place per code.

3. Water supply in place (all fire hydrants that are on the civil plans).
4. All wood frame construction over three stories in height shall provide a six foot chain linked fence around jobsite until such time that all walls are covered with approved materials according to blue prints.

Inspections that have to be completed prior to Certificate of Occupancy are:

1. Underground Fire Line & Flush Inspection (Water Department)
2. Rough Fire Sprinkler System Inspection   (Sprinkler company must set up this appointment)
3. Rough Fire Alarm System Inspection (Alarm company must set up this appointment)
4. Final Fire Sprinkler System Inspection (Sprinkler company must set up this appointment)
5. Final Fire Alarm System Inspection (Alarm company must set up this appointment and all trades involved must be present to start inspection no exceptions)
6. Kitchen Hood Duct Inspection (This will include a smoke test, do not wrap duct)

7. Kitchen Hood Extinguishing System Inspection (Extinguishing company must set up this appointment)
8. Final Fire Building and Site Inspection

9. Fire Lane Inspection
10. Gate Inspection

11. Fire Signage and Access Requirement Inspection
12. Knox Box inspection
Rough Fire Sprinkler System Inspection

1. Inspection shall be scheduled by the fire sprinkler contractor

2. Verify the installing contractor has a valid Rogers Fire Marshal’s “Fire Permit” and “On Site Competent Person” with documentation. No fire inspections will be conducted until permit is produced and competent person documentation is provided.
3. Consult the Approved Plans and verify the following:

a. Proper type of piping.
b. Double Backflow assembly for size, type, and direction.
c. Confirm the installation of the piping does not have excessive change of directions that are not indicated on approved plans. (Excessive use of extra fittings, such as elbows may effect hydraulic calculations). 
d. Proper size of piping. 
e. Proper piping hangers and supports with correct spacing.
f. Proper type, orifice, and temperature of fire sprinklers.
g. Proper clearance of fire sprinklers from ALL obstructions.
h. Check for correct distances between the fire sprinklers, off of walls, maximum coverage per fire sprinkler, and distance below roof deck. Also deflector orientation to roof deck.

i. Check for installation of orifice in inspector’s test. (Orifice shall be the same size as the smallest orifice installed in the system).
j. Check to ensure fire sprinklers are not painted. Painted fire sprinklers shall be replaced, they shall not be cleaned.
k. All control, auxiliary, drain, and inspector’s test valves shall not be located more than seven feet above finish floor or grade.
l. Access panels shall be provided for all valves located inside a wall or concealed space. Signage shall be provided on the outside of access panel indicating type of valve that is concealed within. (This includes fire department connection check valves).

4. Verify all signage is in place. (Examples; control valve, inspectors test, main drain).
5. Verify a listed and approved pressure relief valve is installed on all grid type fire sprinkler systems.
6. Verify the following when the Fire Department Connection is located on building:

a. Fire Department Connection shall be within fifty feet of a fire hydrant.
b. Fire Department Connection shall be located on address side of building or located on the building in the fire department access approach.
c. Signage for fire department connection shall be per NFPA 13 and City of Rogers code requirements.
d. Fire Department Connection shall be installed between 18 and 48 inches above finish grade.
e. Verify that swing check valve is installed as close to Fire Department Connection as possible and is installed in correct direction.
f. Verify that the 2.5 inch approved caps or plugs are installed.
g. Verify fire department connection is not obstructed by any obstructions. (Examples; electrical transformers and landscaping).
h. Verify fire department connection has proper signage. Additional signage may be required if fire department connection is visually obstructed. (Example; when a parking space is directly in front of the fire department connection.) 

Rough Fire Alarm System Inspection

1. Inspection shall be scheduled by the fire alarm contractor.
2. Verify the installing contractor has a valid Rogers Fire Marshal’s Office “Fire Permit” and “On Site Competent Person” with documentation. No fire inspections will be conducted until permit is produced and competent person documentation is provided.
a. Installation of fire alarm systems includes pulling wire, installing conduit, placement of fire related boxes (fire alarm control panels, pull stations, horn strobes, detectors, etc.)
3.  Consult approved plans and verify the following:
a. Proper wire type.
b. Proper wire gauge.
c. Verify support of all wiring is per NFPA 72 and National Electrical Code. (Wrapping fire alarm wiring around steel nails, connecting it to ceiling grid support wires, and using metal staples are not approved methods of securing or supporting fire alarm wiring).

d. Verify support of conduit and back boxes, including protective bushings in conduit. 
e. All exposed wiring installed below seven feet shall be installed in conduit.
f.  ALL fire alarm device components shall be installed per approved plans and NFPA 72 code requirements.
g. Verify location of all fire alarm system devices. 
h. Verify that ALL notification appliances, pulls stations, heat detectors, smoke detectors, and duct detector LEDs located in ALL walls and above ALL ceilings are installed with approved metal back boxes. This applies to ALL fire alarm systems installed in Commercial buildings. Mud rings and plastic boxes are NOT acceptable.
i. Verify location of fire alarm control panel. (If the fire alarm control panel is located in the same room as the fire sprinkler riser and that room has a door that provides direct access to the outside, then a graphic annunciator or annunciator strip pad is not required).
j. Verify that the location of fire alarm control panel is in a temperature control space.
k. Verify location of annunciator panel or annunciator strip pad, if required.
4. Verify that fire alarm wiring is not painted. Fire alarm wiring shall be replaced if painted.
5. Verify that tamper switches are installed on ALL fire sprinkler system control valves, including control valves on outside double back flow assembly. Tamper switches shall be received in fire alarm control panel as supervisory signals on activation.
6. Duct detectors are required for units that exceed 2000 cfm or units that share an area that exceed 2000 cfm collectively. When duct detectors are required they shall provide the following functions:

a. Unit shuts down on activation of the duct detector.
b. On activation of the duct detector a supervisory signal shall be sent to the fire alarm control panel.
c. If a ceiling is installed, then provide a LED or at ceiling level that will light up when duct detector is activated. It is recommended to install a TEST LED.

Final Fire Sprinkler System Inspection

1. Inspection shall be scheduled by the fire sprinkler contractor.
2. Verify the installing contractor has a valid Rogers Fire Marshal’s Office “Fire Permit” and “On Site Competent Person” with documentation. No fire inspections will be conducted until permit is produced and competent person documentation is provided.
3. Fire sprinkler contractor shall provide an Aboveground Contractor Material and Test Certificate for each system installed. Final fire inspection shall not be conducted without this documentation. This certificate is found in NFPA 13.
4. Consult approved plans.
5. Observe hydrostatic test of all piping at 200 psi for 2 hours or 50 psi in excess of system working pressure whichever is greater. 
6. Where a tenant improvement addition or modification is made to an existing fire sprinkler system affecting more than 20 fire sprinklers, the new portion shall be isolated and hydrostatically tested at 200 psi for 2 hours or 50 psi in excess of system working pressure whichever is greater. Modifications that cannot be isolated shall not require hydrostatic testing in excess of system working pressure. 
7. Tenant Improvement modifications affecting 20 or fewer fire sprinklers shall not require hydrostatic testing in excess of system working pressure.  (Contact office as a courtesy)

8. Relieve pressure after hydrostatic test and confirm the test gauge returns to zero. (A gauge that does not return to zero could be an indication that the gauge is broken or pegged).
9. Verify tamper switch and flow switch components are installed and functioning on the fire sprinkler system.
10. Observe a main drain test. Document static pressure and residual pressure; then verify the residual pressure at the base of the riser meets or exceeds the required system demand pressure listed in the approved hydraulic calculation summary on the approved plans. Also, verify that hydraulic placard on fire riser assembly is correctly filled out. 
11. Verify that ALL required fire sprinkler system signage is in place.
a. Main drain. 
b. Access panels shall be provided for all valves located inside a wall or concealed space. Signage shall be provided on the outside of access panel indicating type of valve that is concealed within. (This includes Fire Department Connection check valves). 
c. Control valves.
d. Inspectors test.
e. Fire Department Connection.
f. Hydraulic Placard. (If hydraulic placard is located on a fire riser that will be exposed to corrosive conditions then hydraulic placard shall be aluminum and hydraulic information shall be engraved or stamped).
12. Verify that spare fire sprinkler cabinet is installed in an area that will not exceed 100 degrees Fahrenheit and has the following contents; the correct number of spare fire sprinklers, correct size fire sprinkler wrench, and a NEW current issue NFPA 25. (An ILLEGALLY copied NFPA 25 is NOT acceptable).
13. Verify floor is sealed where fire riser flange spigot penetrates the building.
14. Verify all fire rated walls and exterior wall pipe penetrations are sealed by approved means.
15. Walk through building to verify:

a. Verify proper placement, type, and temperature of fire sprinklers.
b. Verify that fire sprinklers are free of ALL obstructions, including building elements.
c. Verify fire sprinklers are not painted. Painted fire sprinklers shall be replaced, they shall NOT be cleaned.
d. Verify fire sprinkler escutcheons are properly installed per the fire sprinkler’s manufacturer data sheet.
e. Observe activation test of fire alarm system notification appliances and electric bell on fire sprinkler system water flow through inspector’s test valve. Alarms shall activate in ninety seconds or less with the flow switch adjustment setting on or greater than “B”. Document the time it takes the alarms activate.
Final Fire Alarm System Inspection

1. Verify the installing contractor has a valid Rogers Fire Marshal’s Office “Fire Permit” and “On Site Competent Person” with documentation. No fire inspections will be conducted until permit is produced and competent person documentation is provided.
2. Consult approved plans.
3. Verify the proper location, type, and candela of all fire alarm notification appliances. 
4. Observe fire alarm system functional tests of all fire alarm devices, including duct smoke detectors.
5. Verify that ALL notification appliances are synchronized within the same compartment or area. 
6. Observe activation test of fire sprinkler control valve tamper switches. On activation of the tamper switch a supervisory signal shall be received at the fire alarm control panel.
7. If a kitchen hood extinguishing system is installed; then observe function tests of fire alarm system notification appliances on kitchen hood extinguishing system activations.
8. Verify the following from all tests:

a. Measure decibel reading of audible appliances five feet above finish floor in the center of the room. Decibel reading shall be 15 dBa above ambient noise level and 5 dBa above peak sound levels lasting sixty seconds or more.
b. Verify proper voltage drop. (PROVIDE a voltage meter at inspection)
c. Verify the proper size of the batteries and verify that batteries are date marked with both month and year 
d. Verify duct detectors provide the following; unit shuts down on activation of the duct detector, on activation of the duct detector a supervisory signal shall be received at the fire alarm control panel, and if a ceiling is installed, then LED provided at ceiling level operates when duct detector is activated. 
e. Verify that the fire alarm control panel and electric bell power circuit breakers are secured (with breaker locks), identified on electric panel schedule, and are designated power circuit breakers.
f. Verify fire alarm control panel power circuit breaker number and electrical panel location is identified inside or near the fire alarm control panel.
g. Verify that all signals are received at the fire alarm control panel.
h. Verify that all signals are received at the annunciator, if applicable.
i. Verify that all signals were received at the off-site monitoring company and that Rogers Communications Division receives the alarm.
Commercial Cooking Hoods

(Must be installed over any cooking operation that could produce grease laden vapors (NO EXCEPTIONS)

1. Verify the following:

a. Hood size.
b. Location of manual pull station.
c. Signage for manual pull station.
d. Location, size, and type extinguishing agent.
e. Type and size of firing cartridge.
f. Proper pipe size and type.
g. Proper pipe support.
h. Proper nozzle type.
i. Verify that nozzle height is per approved plans.
j. Verify number of allowed fittings for system.
k. Verify link installation placement, type, and temperature.
l. Observe air movement through all system nozzles.
m. Observe test of fusible link.
n. Observe activation of manual pull station.
o. Observe deactivation of all fuel sources under hood during all tests. (Electric and Gas)
p.  Observe deactivation of ‘make up air’ on test activation of system. (Exhaust air shall remain working).
q. Observe activation of fire alarm system notification appliances on kitchen hood extinguishing system activation on all function tests and verify that signals are received at the fire alarm control panel. 
r. Verify proper placement of Class ‘K’ fire extinguisher. Class ‘K’ fire extinguisher shall be tagged, mounted, and located within thirty feet of cooking equipment. 
s. Verify kitchen hood extends a minimum of six inches beyond the edge of the cooking appliances.
Final Fire Building and Site Inspection

1. Verify proper location of Lock Boxes.
Lock boxes and Fire department keyed locks shall be directly obtained from the Knox Corporation (www.knoxbox.com) or the Fail Safe Corporations (www.failsafekeybox.com) . NO application OR signature is required from the fire department.

a. Knox boxes shall be commercial rated not residential.

b. Knox boxes shall be installed five feet above finish grade to the TOP of the box on the address side of the building.
c. Keys to all doors and pad locks shall be placed inside Knox box at final inspection.
d. Call (479)986-6800 to have keys lock up in Knox Boxes when locks are changed.
2. Verify the placement of fire extinguishers. (One every 75’ travel distance, one per every 3000 sq/ft, and high hazard areas as per F906 of the fire code)

a. Verify correct type. (2A 10 BC or larger)
b. Verify proper location. Fire extinguishers shall be installed a maximum travel distance of every seventy five feet and if possible; mounted near exit doors.
c. All fire extinguishers shall be service tagged with month / year and mounted a minimum of three feet six inches and maximum of five feet to the top of the fire extinguisher above finish floor or grade and shall be unobstructed from access or view. Provide fire extinguisher signage as required.
3. Verify required exterior and interior building door signage.
a. Provide the letters ‘FACP’ and ‘FIRE RISER ROOM’ on all doors that give access to the fire alarm control panel and the fire sprinkler riser. This can be accomplished with painted stencil or a corrosive resistant sign with minimum four inch high letters in contrast to the door colors.
b. Provide on or above the suite front doors the ‘SUITE NUMBER OR LETTER’. This can be accomplished with self adhesive characters, stencil, or a sign with minimum four inch high characters in contrast to the door colors.
c. Provide on the suite back or side doors the ‘SUITE NUMBER OR LETTER’ and ‘BUILDING ADDRESS NUMBERS’. This can be accomplished with self adhesive characters, stencil, or a sign with minimum four inch high characters in contrast to the door colors.
4. Stairwell signage shall be provided in this manner:

a. Stairwell shall be lettered to designate which stairwell it is.  Lettering shall be in a clockwise formation.  

b. The floor number shall be included on sign.

c. Exit floor shall be indicated on sign.

d. Bottom of sign shall indicate roof access or no roof access.  
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5. Fire lanes shall be appropriately marked in ONE of these two options:

a. Provide approved signs at least eighty feet on center.  

b. Paint curbs Federal Safety Red. Provide lettering on curb at fifty feet on center; marked NO PARKING FIRE LANE in four inch white block letters on the vertical face of the curb.

Gate Inspections
1. All gates limiting access will be required to provide emergency access controls for Fire Department entry.
2. Clear width of the roadway shall be a minimum of twenty feet clear width on all entrances.  Exit roadways shall be a minimum of sixteen feet clear width or larger on all exits. Unless otherwise approved by the fire department.
3. Sub-divisions may have a divided entrance and exit gates.  The entrance side shall have a clearance of fifteen feet clear width, the exit side fifteen feet clear width. (if a boulevard is present the dimensions increase to 20 feet on both sides)

4. Access controls shall be exterior to the gate and located for activation by the vehicle operator without dismounting from the vehicle.  The height of the lock box/control panel shall be sixty-six inches, measured from the finished grade line of the street.
5. The operation of residential gates shall be by siren activation with a knox key switch override. (www.knoxbox.com)

6. Gates must fully open with twenty seconds (one foot per second) of activation and remain in the open position until closed by operation of the electrical control device. 
7. The control pedestal must be identified with a minimum six inch by ten inch sign with red letters on a white background.  This sign shall be securely fastened to the pedestal and legible from the approaching vehicle.  ‘EMERGENCY FIRE DEPARTMENT ACCESS’.
8. Battery back up for all motorized gates is required, unless the gate fail safe (open) in the event of a power failure.

Fire Signage and Access Requirements

1. Provide fire department access sign as prescribed above.
2. The fire department access sign shall be located as close as possible to the fire department construction access road entrance and shall be visibly maintained at all times.
3. The fire department access roads shall be a minimum width of twenty feet wide.
4. The fire department access roads shall be constructed and maintained as to support the weight of fire apparatus, (75,000 lbs.), in all weather conditions and at all times.
5. The access road shall be extended to within 150’ of any combustible materials and/or any location on the jobsite where any person(s) shall be working for a minimum of four continuous hours in any day.
6. All open trenches shall have steel plates capable of maintaining the integrity of the access road design when these trenches cross an access road.
7. Access roads shall be in place prior to the start of vertical construction.

Reasoning: Fire apparatus access roads are essential during construction to allow emergency response to the site for both fire and medical emergencies.
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