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PURPOSE 
 
The purpose of this policy is to provide standardized company assignments for firefighters responding 
to first-alarm structure fires. 
 
POLICY 
 
Although ultimate responsibility for on scene tactical assignments rests with the City Wide Tour 
Commander, the institution of standard fire ground orders will assist with equipment and task 
responsibilities.  Company officers and Incident Commanders may deviate from these standing orders 
upon direct order or when circumstances dictate alternative actions.  Firefighters should understand 
that it is impossible for these standing fire ground orders to address all the needs and required actions 
on the incident scene.  Rather this serves as a blueprint for anticipated and standard actions that 
regularly have to be addressed at incidents of the nature described below. 
 
House Fire, First Alarm 
Assignment:  2 Engines, 1 Truck, 1 Medic, 1 Chief 
 

1st-In Engine Company 
Driver – Pump Operator / Water Supply 
Company Officer – FIRE ATTACK with tool 
Firefighter – FIRE ATTACK 
 

Truck Company 
Driver – Setup aerial device and prepare for water supply, Bring PPV to front door 
Company Officer – SEARCH AND RESCUE or VENTILATION GROUP 
Firefighter – SEARCH AND RESCUE or VENTILATION GROUP 
***Truck Company should bring thermal imaging camera*** 
 

2nd-In Engine Company 
Driver – Assist with Water Supply, then OVERHAUL 
Company Officer – Await partner, then stretch second line or assume OVERHAUL 
Firefighter – Hydrant Operator, then OVERHAUL 
***If performing overhaul, the 2nd-in Engine Co. should always bring a pike pole and attic ladder*** 
 
 Medic Unit 
Firefighter – Don PPE, Establish RIT Group – obtain RIT bag 
FF/Paramedic – Don PPE, Establish RIT Group - bring EMS supplies 
 

Command Unit 
Battalion Chief – Operate and manage ICS and Safety Functions 
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Commercial, Industrial, Multi-Family Residential, First Alarm 
Assignment:  3 Engines, 1 Truck, 1 Medic, 1 Chief 
 

1st-In Engine Company 
Driver – Pump Operator / Water Supply 
Company Officer – FIRE ATTACK with tool 
Firefighter – FIRE ATTACK 
***The pump operator should dry stretch to the FDC if possible, if not the IC should be notified and 
the pump operator of the third-in engine company should prepare the stretch*** 
 

Truck Company 
Driver – Setup aerial device and prepare for water supply 
Company Officer – SEARCH AND RESCUE or VENTILATION GROUP 
Firefighter – SEARCH AND RESCUE or VENTILATION GROUP 
***Truck Company should bring thermal imaging camera*** 

 
2nd-In Engine Company 

Driver – Assist with Water Supply, then OVERHAUL 
Company Officer – Await partner, then stretch second line or assume OVERHAUL 
Firefighter – Hydrant Operator, then OVERHAUL 
***If performing overhaul, the 2nd-in Engine Co. should always bring a pike pole and attic ladder*** 
 

3rd-In Engine Company 
Driver – Don PPE/SCBA, prepare to be assigned to an EXPOSURE or DIVISION 
Company Officer – Prepare to be assigned to an EXPOSURE or DIVISION  
Firefighter – Prepare to be assigned to an EXPOSURE or DIVISION 
 
 Medic Unit 
Firefighter – Don PPE, Establish RIT Group – obtain RIT bag 
FF/Paramedic – Don PPE, Establish RIT Group - bring EMS supplies 
 

Command Unit 
Battalion Chief – Operate and manage ICS and Safety Functions 
 
 
 
 
 
 


