Guideline for Non-required Coverage in NFPA 72

After some confusion with the requirements out of NFPA 72 this guideline is developed to help alleviate the situation.  

Non-required (voluntary) fire alarm system

Definition:  A fire alarm system component or group of components that is installed at the option of the owner, and is not installed due to a building or fire code requirement.
Performance Objective
(Life Safety vs. Property Protection)

The intent of the system shall be defined by the owner of the building in a letter addressed to the Rogers Fire Marshal’s Office.  
1. If the building owner wants to install the system for a life safety, then a life safety system will be installed.  However, if the owner wants a property protection system then they are allowed to have only property protection devices (i.e. smoke detectors & heat detectors).  
2. The letter is tied directly to that owner who issued the performance objective.
Submittals

1. Submittals on non-required systems shall still be submitted according to the Arkansas Fire Alarm Submittal Guidelines.
Code Compliance
1. A fire alarm being installed in a non-residential building is still required to have a commercial rated fire alarm panel. 
2.  Non-required components shall be installed to code.  (i.e. a smoke detector installed one foot from an air register)
Minimums 

1. Due to the perception of a level of safety for the citizens that walk into a business and see a smoke detector some occupancies may require additional devices on a non-required system.
a.   Example:  John Doe walks into a doctor’s office and notices a smoke detector on the ceiling he presumes that if a fire is detected in the building he will get notification while sitting in the waiting room.  On the other hand an office that has no or limited one on one contact with its occupants would not be required to have notification to the occupants.  
Good Practice
1. Even in the office scenario it is good practice to include at minimum audible notification to its occupants.  
2. Contact the Fire Marshal’s Office on any non-required system.
