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Fire Access

§F503.1.1 Buildings and facilities. Approved fire apparatus access roads shall be provided for every facility, building or portion of a building hereafter constructed or moved into or within the jurisdiction.  The fire apparatus access road shall comply with the requirements of this section and shall extend to within 150 feet (45720 mm) of all portions of the facility or any portion of the exterior wall of the first story of the building as measured by an approved route around the exterior of the building or facility.

EXCEPTION: The code official is authorized to increase the dimension of 150 feet (45 720 mm) where: The building is equipped throughout with an approved automatic sprinkler system installed. Fire apparatus access roads cannot be installed due to location on property, topography, waterways, non-negotiable grades or other similar conditions, and an approved alternative means of fire protection is provided. There are not more than two Group R-3 or Group U occupancies.

§F503.2.1 Dimensions. Fire apparatus access roads shall have an unobstructed width of not less than 20 feet (6096 mm), except for approved security gates in accordance with §F503.6, and an unobstructed vertical clearance of not less than 13 feet 6 inches (4115 mm).

§FD103.3 Turning radius. The minimum turning radii shall be determined by the code official.
§FD103.4 Dead ends. Dead-end fire apparatus access roads in excess of 150 feet (45 720 mm) shall be provided with width and turnaround provisions in accordance with Table FD103.4.
§F503.2.3 Surface. Fire apparatus access roads shall be designed and maintained to support the imposed loads of fire apparatus and shall be surfaced so as to provide all-weather driving capabilities.
§FD102.1 Access and loading. Facilities, buildings or portions of buildings hereafter constructed shall be accessible to fire department apparatus by way of an approved fire apparatus access road with an asphalt, concrete or other approved driving surface capable of supporting the imposed load of fire apparatus weighing at least 75,000 pounds (34 050 kg).
Aerial Fire Apparatus Access Roads
§FD105.1 Where required. Buildings or portions of buildings or facilities exceeding 30 feet (9144 mm) in height above the lowest level of fire department vehicle access shall be provided with approved fire apparatus access roads capable of accommodating fire department aerial apparatus. Overhead utility and power lines shall not be located within the aerial fire apparatus access roadway.

§FD105.2 Width. Fire apparatus access roads shall have a minimum unobstructed width of 26 feet (7925 mm) in the immediate vicinity of any building or portion of building more than 30 feet (9144 mm) in height.

§FD105.3 Proximity to building. At least one of the required access routes meeting this condition shall be located within a minimum of 15 feet (4572 mm) and a maximum of 30 feet (9144 mm) from the building, and shall be positioned parallel to one entire side of the building.
Fire Lanes

§FD103.6.1 Roads 20 to 26 feet in width. Fire apparatus access roads 20 to 26 feet wide (6096 to 7925 mm) shall be posted on both sides as a fire lane.

§FD103.6.2 Roads more than 26 feet in width. Fire apparatus access roads more than 26 feet wide (7925 mm) to 32 feet wide (9754 mm) shall be posted on one side of the road as a fire lane.
Street Signs and Water Supply

§F501.4 Timing of installation. When fire apparatus access roads or a water supply for fire protection is required to be installed, such protection shall be installed and made serviceable prior to and during the time of construction except when approved alternative methods of protection are provided. Temporary street signs shall be installed at each street intersection when construction of new roadways allows passage by vehicles in accordance with §F505.2.
§FB105.2 Buildings other than one-and two-family dwellings. The minimum fire flow and flow duration for buildings other than one-and two-family dwellings shall be as specified in Table FB105.1.

EXCEPTION: A reduction in required fire flow of up to 50 percent, as approved, is allowed when the building is provided with an approved automatic sprinkler system installed in accordance with §F903.3.1.1 or §F903.3.1.2 of the International Fire Code. The resulting fire flow shall not be less than 1,500 gallons per minute (5678 L/min.).

§F505.2 Street or road signs. Streets and roads shall be identified with approved signs. Temporary signs shall be installed at each street intersection when construction of new roadways allows passage by vehicles. Signs shall be of an approved size, weather resistant and be maintained until replaced by permanent signs.
Fire Hydrants

§FC103.1 Fire hydrants available. The minimum number of fire hydrants available to a building shall not be less than that listed in Table FC105.1.  The number of fire hydrants available to a complex or subdivision shall not be less than that determined by spacing requirements listed in Table FC105.1 when applied to fire apparatus

access roads and perimeter public streets from which fire operations could be conducted.
Fire Department Connection

§F912.2 Location. With respect to hydrants, driveways, buildings and landscaping, fire department connections shall be so located that fire apparatus and hose connected to supply the system will not obstruct access to the buildings for other fire apparatus. The location of fire department connections shall be approved.

· Fire Department Connection shall be free standing from the building on the address side and provide a dedicated hydrant within 50 feet.  Underground stub up to connection shall be painted red in color with retro-reflective paint.
§F912.2.1 Visible location. Fire department connections shall be located on the street side of buildings, fully visible and recognizable from the street or nearest point of fire department vehicle access or as otherwise approved by the code official.

§F912.3 Access. Immediate access to fire department connections shall be maintained at all times and without obstruction by fences, bushes, trees, walls or any other object for a minimum of 3 feet (914 mm).

§F912.4 Signs. A metal sign with raised letters at least 1 inch (25 mm) in size shall be mounted on all fire department connections serving fire sprinklers, or fire pump connections. Such signs shall read: AUTOMATIC SPRINKLERS or STANDPIPES or TEST CONNECTION, or a combination thereof as applicable.

Fire Alarm Plans

If your project is require to have a fire alarm system, all plans must follow the submittal requirements and be sent to Fire Marshal’s Office for approval prior to going out for bids.  Please contact the office for submittal guidelines.  If this process is not followed this project runs the risk of being held up do to non-compliance of the plans.

Plans shall be submitted using the 2002 edition of the Arkansas Fire Prevention Code. These codes were adopted July 23, 2002 by the City Council.

Respectfully,

Fire Marshal


